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Abstract 
This paper highlights the librarians and other information professionals to rethink on the potentials benefits derived from transforming communities into information societies so as to serve as a tool for facilitating their community development with reference to Nigeria. The paper also discusses the, concept of community development, information societies, and the needs for the promotion of effective information societies. The paper employs the conventional content analysis approach (desk research method). It adopts the analysis of existing documents that contain the information about the phenomenon under study. Information needed to actualize this paper was gathered from secondary sources of data which were obtained from textbooks, journal articles, conference papers, online sources etc. Documentary Analysis refers to the various procedures involved in analyzing and interpreting data generated from examination of documents and records relevant to a particular study (Heffernen, 2001). The choice of this approach becomes necessary with the need to adequately involve reading meaning into materials consulted for purpose of achieving a reliable conclusion. 
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Introduction

The concept of community is regarded by Garcia and Wiesen feld (1999) as a system or the totality of interactions among subsystems. Tropman (2006) added that communities are categorized into three main inclination based on geography, culture or organization. Geographic communities are local neighborhood, villages, towns, cities, states, zones, nations, regional, or global bodies (Ahmed, 2015). Communities of culture range from local clique, sub-culture, ethnic group, religious, multi-cultural or pluralistic civilization or the global community cultures, including community of needs or identity such as challenged persons. Organization communities are seen as informal or kinship networks, to more formal incorporated associations, political decision making structures, economic enterprises, or professional associations at local, national or international scale (Ahmed, 2015).  
Concept of Information

Information is any data or knowledge that has been organized and communicated. It denotes any stimuli that alter cognitive structure in the receiver. Information reduces uncertainty and informs the recipient something not already known and which could not be predicted. Information is valuable because it can affect behavior, decision or an outcome. Folorunsho and Ibrahim (2005) defined information as a fact, an opinion or an idea from any source, which can give support to making adequate decisions. Mohammed (2011) defined information as anything that adds knowledge, ideas, skills and experiences positively or negatively that empowers the receiver to take decision or respond to a situation immediately or later. Therefore, information is not only important but essential as it enables man to perform his routine activities effectively. It is a means through which society can be transformed as a result of innovations and techniques by individuals.
Community Development 
Community development basically is to improve the quality of lives of disadvantaged and vulnerable people and communities in the society (Oluyemi, 2015). Shitu (2002) viewed community development as the process whereby efforts of the people themselves are united with those of governmental authorities to improve the economic, social and cultural conditions of communities to integrate these communities into the life of the nation, and to enable them to contribute fully to national progress. 
Also Imhabekahai (2009) sees community development as conscious and organized efforts made by the people of a particular community to identify their common problems, plan and execute the programmes and projects that provide solution to the identified problems and improve their living standard using their resources and where necessary, seeking and obtaining assistance from external individuals and organizations.  Therefore, if the above efforts constitute community development, it is expected that such efforts must be coordinated and facilitated by skilled and experience professionals like librarians.  

Although several community development activities were carried out in the past and numerous others are being implemented. The results so far indicated that community development will continue to receive diversified attention from disciplinary angles. The main reason for this contention is that access to essential services such as health, education, transport and information among others will continue to be a catalyst for a community development. In practice, the roles of librarians as information agents and their information services have been to inspire and stimulate further initiatives that have the potential of improving community development practice. Developing effective information societies has the potentials of promoting our communities to greater heights if given all the support it requires from both library management and the stakeholders involved. International Labour Organization (2004) described information society as any society characterized by a high level of information intensity in the everyday life  of most citizens, in most organizations  and workplaces; by the use of common or  compatible technology for a wide range of  personal, social, educational and business  activities, and by the ability to transmit,  receive and exchange digital data rapidly  between places irrespective of distance. As highlighted by Isazadeh (2004) Information society promotes clarity, precision, honesty, and openness. Dishonest politicians and officials cannot survive in this society. They can no longer fool citizens by false stories, for a wealth of information would be available for every citizen, who can simply look up and discover the facts. 
Access to information is important. People need information to develop their potentials to success in business, to enrich their cultural experience nd to take control of their daily lives. Information is a key contributor to the development of individuals and communities (Oladimeji, 2015). Information society manages inevitable conflicts between conservative pressures and pressures for adaptive change by reason, knowledge-based understanding and enlightened creative wisdom blended with human values, rather than traditional resort to base emotions and brute force alone. 
According to Yusuf (2015) the major goals of community development are to introduce social change for balanced human and material resources, strengthened the institution structure so as to facilitate the social change and the process of growth and promote social justice by permitting the less privileged groups to give expression to their aspirations and to participate in developmental activities. 
With community development, communities are able to manage change, community member can better mobilize existing skills, reframe problems, work cooperatively and community assists in new ways. Public institutions are better able to respond to realities and contribute to sustainable development, promote unity in diversity, help people to learn how to do things for themselves, allow people to build skills and organizations that can survive and respond to new issues (Shitu, 2015). However, Information society is a society characterized Information by a high level of information intensity in the everyday life of most citizens, in most organization and work places by the use of common or compatible technology for a wide range of personal, social, educational and business activities, and by the ability to transmit, receive and exchange digital data rapidly between places irrespective of distances (Gouveia, 2003). Where a community possesses all these or at least most of them, it is said to be developed (Yusuf, 2015). 

Community development practice enables or empowers people to actively   work for social change which will improve the quality of their lives, the community in which they live and / or the society of which they are part (Garba, 2015). 

Oluyemi (2015) quoted Mendes (2008) describing community development as the employment of community structures to address social needs and empower groups of people. It is a prime mover of people because it gets people to actively participate in issues that affect them. Oluyemi further added that community development covers all forms of development activities. It aimed at securing active participation and cooperation of the people in every community programme designed to raise their standard of living and promote their development in all its forms. Recognising the importance of information, encouraged Umar (2020) to stress that keeping contact with family and friends and even finding matrimonial matches have been greatly influenced by information. The exchanges of information through an Information and Communication Technologies, largely facilitated by technology, have been the basic tenet of an information society. This argument of information society accords the primary role to technology for social change and development.
Community development is regarded as empowering people to actively work for social change which will improve the quality of their lives, the communities in which they live and or the society of which they are part ( Combat poverty agency, 2000).  Nath (2009) stated that, there are five underlying characterizations of an information society: technological, economic, sociological, spatial, and cultural. He opined that, the wide ranging innovations in information and communications, from cable and satellite television, personal computers, to internet, since the late 1970s, have been purported to revolutionize our way of life in such a way that it will define a new social order.
The term community development according to Javis (1990) is the process of enriching the social, economic, political and educational life of the people in the community. To enrich entails adding to the quality of life of people and this should involve various spheres of life such as religious, modes of dressing, family life, social interactions, peace-building, creating employment and increasing income and productivity for the people, improvement in the quality as well as selection of leadership through active involvement and participation by all members of the group, scientific and techno logical development and utilization of good infrastructure and social amenities all those that make people live a happy and contented life. Where a community possesses all these or at least most of them, it is said to be developed. 

A multidisciplinary Forum of the Institute of Community Development Practitioners, Nigeria 

According to Aliyu (2015) the main objectives of a community development work can be summarized as follows: 

1. Improved standards of living and works of the community

2. Full employment of labour and other factors of production in the community

3. Accelerated, coordinated and sustained economic development and convergence in the community 

4. Expansion of trade and economic relations in the community 

5. Enhanced levels of international competitiveness in the areas of community development programmes. 

Concept of Information Society 

The term Information society refers to a society in which the creation, distribution and manipulation of information has become the most significant economic and cultural activity. According to Aniogbolu, Ubogu and Ejitagha (2010) Information society implies an oriented society where everyone can create, access, utilize and share information and knowledge, enabling individuals, communities and people to achieve their full potential in promoting the sustainable development and improving their quality of life. 

Moreover, Gouveia, (2003) attributed information society as a society that has always been dependent on Information. An information society is the one that enables most of its members to engage in productive pursuit that are knowledge-intensive, knowledge generating arid knowledge-based, has a communication network that freely circulates information so that this information is consistently, effectively and efficiently acted upon in the making of choices (Umar, 2020). UNCTAD (2020) discusses the state of the information society at the 15-year anniversary since the landmark World Summit on the Information Society. It further opined that digital divides remain a challenge, hampering equitable reaping of benefits from the information society. 

Information Society is a society in which people interact with technology as an important part of life and social organization to exchange information on a global scale (International Labour Organization, 2004).  

According to Umar (2020), Information Society is defined as a society based on information and knowledge.  In information society, geographic borders are not recognized by the flow of information. Distance learning facilitated by ICT has not only benefited people in developed countries but also in developing countries like Nigeria. 
Rao (2005) remarked that the vision of an information-enabled globally-connected knowledge-based society is driven in large part by the smooth integration of new media (information and communication technologies or ICTs) with traditional media, coupled with technical skill-sets, forward-looking government policies, an attitude of life- long learning, and a desire to improve efficiencies and harness innovation in a humanely and environmentally sustainable manner. Thus, the structure of the community and its recent changes, in which information has come to play a defining role, have been described to constitute the community development.  According to Umar (2020), the sociologists have conceptualized the information society in terms of changes in occupational structure and consider the preponderance of information work in occupations to have created a new social order.
Information society builds around the notion of space, although not completely detached from the economic and social aspects. It implies a society in which people are connected through the information networks that operates at the local, regional, national, and global level to provide an “information ring main” (Umar, 2009). The physical location of an individual has diminished significance as long as he subscribed to world-wide information networks which are expanding their reach and capabilities (Urry, 2000). 
Moreover, Nath (2009) pointed out that, the cultural conception of an information society is closely related to the information environment in which we now live. There has been an extraordinary increase in information in social circulation due mainly technological advances and access to a wide range of news and analysis, entertainment, personal and community help across the globe through various media: radio, television, internet, newspapers, and magazines, almost anywhere and anytime. 
Isazadeh (2004) added that information society is governed by knowledge, competence, and only informed decisions and actions. There will be no room for incompetence in this society. The wealth of information and knowledge available for the citizens of information society provide an environment, where only informed, knowledge, and competent individuals can survive as managers and leaders of the society.
Information Societies and Community Development
Members of a community share some kind of bond such as location, interest, background or identity, situation or experiences. Community settlement has given people an opportunity to cohabit together, share common assets and liabilities and bear one’s another’s burden (Njoko and Edafienene, 2019). 
International Labour Organization (2004) stated that the term information Society is often linked with the idea of the “knowledge-based economy”. Information society promotes equal opportunity and translates to equal distribution of power in this society. The availability of information to everyone without any restriction, control, or ﬁltering, provides equal opportunity for all the citizens of information society (Isazadeh, 2004). 
According to Moore (no date) Information societies have three main characteristics. First, information is used as an economic resource. Users make greater use of information to increase their efficiency, to stimulate innovation and to increase their effectiveness and competitive position, often through improvements in the quality of the goods and services that they produce. Secondly, it is possible to identify greater use of information among the general public. People use information more intensively in their activities as consumers: to inform their choices between different products, to explore their entitlements to public services, and to take greater control over their own lives. They also use information as citizens to exercise their civil rights and responsibilities. In addition, information systems are being developed that will greatly extend public access to educational and cultural provision. The third characteristic of information societies is the development of an information sector within the economy. Thus, the society where low-cost information and data  storage and transmission technologies are  in general use. This generalization of information and data use is being accompanied by organizational, commercial, social and legal innovations that will profoundly change life both in the world of work and in society generally (European Commission, 1997).  
The function of the information sector is to satisfy the general demand for information facilities and services. A significant part of the sector is concerned with the technological infrastructure such as the networks of telecommunications and computers. An information society is one in which information is used intensively as an aspect of economic, social, cultural and political life. International Labour Organization (2004) emphasized that the use of voice and touch screen applications that enable a greater number of people to access ICTs and the development of applications and content suited to local needs, harness the potential of information and communication technologies which also enables the population to participate in the information society. 
Conclusion

Use of information is already part of everyday lives of everybody. Transforming communities into information societies will definitely transform lives of its citizens especially in this information age. To be an information society, every society needs to build modernized Information delivery infrastructure and conducive environment that viably supports access, use and preserve information for its development. As a matter of fact, information professionals  in Nigeria need revive and maintain their relevance by encouraging the optimum use of information available, which will make them part development agents as information  dominate the activities of every society globally. 

Way forward 

Promotion of effective information societies can be made more vibrant and encouraging. Information institutions like libraries should reappraise their basic roles and make knowledge management a priority in addition to motivating potential users to use information resources. Information workers should be reformed to form a critical segment of the role players on the Internet and World Wide Web. Collaboration, cooperation, partnership and connectivity will create a long standing value for information exchange among members of a society, which will eventually boost their level of development. With these efforts society can strengthened its institution structure so as to facilitate the social change and the process of growth, promote social justice, and governed by knowledge, competence, and only informed decisions and actions among others benefits. 
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