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ABSTRACT 
The concept of periodicals encompasses information resources that carries current and up-to-date information that are valuable for study, learning and research that offers advanced search capabilities to students in various formats and forced them to find, select and use variety of sources without the restriction of time and location. This emperical study examines the use of periodicals among Library and Information Science Postgraduate students in federal university libraries in Nigeria, using questionnaire as an instrument for data collection and was analysed using frequency, mean and standard deviation. The study found that journals, magazines, newspapers and newsletters and electronic journals were the available periodicals in federal university libraries and was frequently used by Postgraduate students for scholarly communication, research, etc. The study also discovered that postgraduate students use periodicals to meet information needs by performing activities such as searching, downloading, and locating them from multiple sources. The study recommended that efforts be made by librarians to supplement print and electronic periodicals for use by postgraduate students.

Introduction 

         The use of resources especially periodicals, according to Magoi (2014), could be a result of information seeking, browsing or discovery of new or existing phenomena. Bamidele, Omeluzor and Amadi (2013) believed that information resources (periodicals) accessed by users, especially postgraduate students, greatly depend on their information needs. Students of higher learning must be conversant with a variety of periodicals and their usage to help them get the information they need to conduct their seminars, write examination, as well as in their research work (thesis and dissertation). The library is a storehouse of information where periodicals in different formats are kept for research activities (Okiki & Oyeniyi, 2019). It is, therefore, the responsibility of the university library to ensure that appropriate periodicals are selected based on the acquisition policy of the institution. Therefore, the librarians should make these periodicals visible and accessible to users (postgraduates). 

         Use of periodicals simply means the exploitative/interactive activities performed by a user. Someone who uses something to achieve his/her aim is a user. In the same vein, those who make use of periodicals for scholarly research are periodical users (postgraduate students). Also those who enter the library or surf the library website and find periodicals useful are library users. Barman (2020) defined user “as a person who is actively seeking access to the information available in the library” (p 1). Use of periodicals is not a new ideology in university libraries, but efforts are being made by librarians to acquire periodicals that will translate to qualitative research by users in their various institution. Kanwar Library (2019) avowed that, "periodicals acquired should be effectively and ethically obtained at a reasonable and available cost, when needed, to reflect the needs of the university curriculum". It is also in this regard that the usefulness of periodicals is very essential for students to communicate with their counterparts at large. Periodicals are used by postgraduate students to conduct research, to pursue individual interests as well as support their claims on concerned issues.

     In addition to the use of periodicals, efforts should be made to ensure students obtain them. This is because information is critical for effective academic functioning. Adetoro (2011) noted that, useful, relevant and timely information is crucial for purposeful living and survival. Postgraduate students need information for their daily functioning as students, thus the extent to which relevant information  determine their academic success. Furthermore, the extent to which people can utilise information from various sources will determine the usefulness of information as a developmental resource. Students seek for periodicals collection for various purposes which could be to supplement coursework, complement other information resources, research work, writing assignments, finding specific information, extending knowledge, knowing current trends in research, understanding the key concepts and improving writing and reading skills.

       Literature review

     Though earlier studies address the use of information resources among postgraduate students, there is limited emperical study to explore and understand the use of periodicals among Library and Information Science postgraduate students in federal university libraries in Nigeria. Studies in developed countries showed several gaps in the use of periodicals.   Ashikuzzaman (2018) stated that "periodicals are resources which require frequent access and delivers a collection of data, be it text referring to full-text bases or electronic journals (e-journals) and are basically divided into two major categories viz; online resources which include e-journals, online databases, and websites". Other may include CD-ROM, diskettes or other computer databases. 

       Hadagali, Kumbar, Neglogal and Bachalapur (2012) investigated the use of electronic resources by postgraduate students in different universities of Karnataka State and found that the information contained in electronic journals is better than that of print versions; most of the users access electronic journals to search bibliographical information. Apart from the use of traditional periodicals such as journals, magazines and so on by students, there is also the widespread shift to electronic formats of periodicals which have enabled academic librarians to provide users with an ever-increasing scope and breadth of quality information (Colon-Aguirre & Fleming-May, 2012). With the use of both traditional and electronic information resources, students will be able to attain academic excellence.
       Asom, Suleiman and Kudus (2018) revealed in their study that "most of the periodicals used by postgraduate students as identified, are online databases, electronic journal, CD-ROMs, electronic newspapers and magazines, and multimedia products were the kind of periodicals accessible to the postgraduate students except for Online Public Access Catalogue (OPAC) that was not accessible to the 88.9% of them". This indicates that students depend on periodicals for current and up-to-date knowledge to enrich themselves and quality research output.

       Thus, Zhang (2013) highlighted some of the reasons students select and use periodical sources to include: the quality and characteristics of the content of a source: is the content of a source truthful or correct? Is it easy to understand and is it up-to-date? The characteristics of the source itself; is the source available or easy to access? The trustworthiness of the source; is the source integral in terms of motivation to be truthful? The usability of the source; is the source easy to use? The similarity of the source; is a source similar to the user in terms of interest? The scope of the source; is source information specific or includes many other topics? The user’s emotional reaction to the source; the selection of the source is dependent on the emotional reactions of the user and social norms: whether the use of a source conforms to generally accepted norms.

According to Khan (2014), students cannot conduct research only through books; they consult periodicals for up-to-date knowledge. However, it is convenient for students to consult required periodicals from the library or online because it does not only save their time, but increases the necessity for knowledge sharing. Alade, Iyoro and Amusa (2014) studied library use characteristics of students in Nigeria University of Science and Technology and observed that the respondents never used information resources in the library. In other words, they visited the libraries for other purposes. 
Okorie and Akanwa (2018) reported that, despite the emphasis placed on the use of periodicals in university libraries, there is a decline in their usage among postgraduate students. This view correlates with the one by Abubakar and Adetimirin (2017) that postgraduate students' use of periodicals in Nigeria is on the downside. Nutsupkui and Owusu-Ansah (2017) studied how frequent faculty and students used serials in an African university library and observed that both faculty and graduate students were, relatively, aware of the serials (periodical) collection in the library. However, despite this awareness, they used serials, relatively, less frequently. Similarly, Adeleke and Nwalo (2017) in a study, found that students make low use of periodicals in spite of their availability because they (students) are not aware of the various channels through which information can be accessed; they also do not know the sources of this information and therefore cannot locate and retrieve them from their libraries. Chimah, Nwokocha and Ocheruobia (2014) reported that “there is a decline in the usage of periodicals by postgraduate students in university libraries in Nigeria from 65(37.6%) in 2005 to 18(9.3%) in 2012. In 2006, usage dropped to 58(33.7%). However, in 2007, usage increased rapidly to 68(36.8%) but later dropped drastically” (p. 10). 

Also, records from some of the serials sections visited, showed a continuous decline in usage from a higher 40(29.5%) in 2015 to a lower 5(6.3%) in 2018. This could be attributed to the poor visibility and inaccessibility of periodicals which might be a result of inadequate tools put in place and the financial status of the library to acquire scholarly publications that will enable usage.
Pauline (2013) and Asom, et al (2018) findings indicated that postgraduate students of the universities under study were highly aware of all the listed periodicals in their study. These include electronic journals, CD-ROMs and electronic newspapers. Ahmed and Vinayagamoorthy's (2014) findings also indicated that the electronic format of almost all major periodicals were preferred for academic purposes to the printed resources by their respondents. Millawithanachchi (2012) conducted a case study on electronic resource usage of postgraduate students at the University of Columbo to investigate the critical success factors and identified technology as the most critical factor affecting the use of periodicals. According to Radboud University Library (2019), searching, downloading, retrieval (copying), borrowing, reading, printing, referencing, etc, could be seen as an indication that collections of the library are being put to use. This idea is also in line with Olutoki and Osoba (2017) and Odede (2018) which opined that when students search, locate and browse information at the serials section and library websites, there is an indication that they are using information resources. The following are some of the usage of periodicals:

(a) Reading Periodicals

This is one of the important indicators of using periodicals. Reading refers to the ability to understand written words/information in periodical literature. According to Mcdonald (2012), reading could be in four different dimensions such as skimming, scanning, intensive and extensive. This means that the process of skimming, scanning, etc, is an indication that students are utilising periodicals to actualise their academic pursuits.

(b) Searching/Locating Periodicals

Search is the ability for a user to locate the right information. This can be based on a full-text or other content-based indexing. Library search allows users to search numbers of the information sources held by the library (Great Guide to University Study, 2017). According to Tomomowo-Ayodele and Hameed (2018), “in searching or locating any information resource, users need to adopt certain strategies to use such a resource”. (p. 10).  Searching for information in periodicals is an activity that involves communicating with such a periodical source invariably being put to use. This is because when users are dissatisfied with the results got from a particular search, it will be very difficult to revisit such information resources. 

(c) Retrieving Periodicals 

Periodicals can be retrieved or obtained after searching and locating them from the library shelves or websites. This is the process of obtaining the periodicals that are relevant to an information need from the collection of the library. Retrieval can be in the form of printing or downloading or borrowing. Okiki and Oyeniyi (2019), observed that the “expectations of people are high when sourcing and retrieving information, hence frustration too is high when expectations are not met”. (p. 21). They suggested that for users to retrieve periodicals from the library, various access and retrieval tools must be available and visible at the quickest possible time.
(d) Downloading Periodicals

Download means to receive data from a connected system. It is a process of receiving a file from the website/databases. Libraries are increasingly being redefined as places to get unrestricted access to information in many formats and from many sources. They are extending services beyond the physical walls of a library building, by providing materials accessible by electronic means, and by providing the assistance of librarians in navigating and analysing very large amounts of information with a variety of digital resources (Wikipedia, 2019). Sci-Hub is a website that provides free access to millions of scholarly articles by downloading. In the case of print periodicals, users can photocopy them within the library premises as they are not usually loaned out of the section.  
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Figure 1: Sci-Hub Tool
   

Statement of the Problem

The use of periodicals among Library and Information Science postgraduate students have become of paramount important for qualitative research and up-to-date knowledge in university libraries. Periodicals are widely recognised information paths to students, academia and researchers. Hence, they are acquired by libraries in satisfying the insatiable needs of their users, especially postgraduate students. In spite of the numerous benefits associated with the use of periodicals, most students restrain themselves from using them due to their inadequate knowledge to navigate the library, use the catalogues (both online public access catalogue) and search the available databases.  As a result, periodicals that are the predominant carriers of up-to-date information cannot be utilised with ease and convenience. The researcher’s preliminary observation and personal experience showed that subject-based periodicals are obscured and inaccessible to students to conduct quality research. 

Consequently, this study is out to examine the use of periodicals among Library and Information Science postgraduate students in federal university libraries in Nigeria.

Objectives of the Study
The main objective of this study was to investigate the use of periodicals among Library and Information Science postgraduate students in federal university libraries in Nigeria. The specific objectives are to:
i. explore the available periodicals in federal university libraries in Nigeria

ii. find out the frequency of access to periodicals.

iii. know the purpose of using periodicals.

iv. investigate how postgraduate students use (activity) periodicals in the university 
libraries.
Research Questions

The following research questions were answered in this study:

i. What are the available periodicals in federal university libraries in Nigeria?
ii. How frequently do postgraduate students access periodicals?

iii. What are purposes of using periodicals?

iv. How do postgraduate students use (activity) periodicals in university libraries?

Research Method

The descriptive survey design was used for the study because it is appropriate to collect data from a large sample in order to determine how postgraduate students use periodicals in the university library. The population consisted of 411 respondents which consist of 404 postgraduate students and 7 Serials Librarians in seven (7) federal university libraries in Nigeria. The sample of this study was 411 respondents’ in the selected federal universities in Nigeria. The purposive sampling technique was used to select the university libraries. The purposive sampling technique was used because it enables the researcher to select the sample on the basis of specific characteristic or qualities (Nworgu, 2005). The use of the entire librarians conforms with the view of Egbule and Okobia (2001) that the entire population can be studied when the population is not large.
Results and Discussion of findings

This section provides answers to the research questions
Research Question one: What are the available periodicals in federal university libraries in Nigeria?

Table 1: Available Periodicals in Federal University Libraries 

	Periodicals     
	Mean
	Std. Deviation

	Journals

Magazines

Newspapers

Newsletters

Proceedings

Bulletins

E-Journals

E-Magazines

E-Newspapers

E-Newsletters

Average Mean/Std. Deviation
	3.37

3.15

3.15

2.94

2.84

2.87

3.27

3.15

3.12

2.90

3.01
	0.83

0.82

0.90

1.04

1.01

1.01

1.00

1.04

1.04

1.12

.74

	Criterion mean 2.50


Table 1 showed the available periodicals in federal university libraries in Nigeria. With an average calculated mean of 3.01, which is greater than the criterion mean of 2.50, it was observed that the periodicals available in federal university libraries are journals, magazines, newspapers, newsletter and e-journals.

	Research Question Two: How frequently do postgraduate students access periodicals?

Table 2: Frequency of access to Periodicals
Periodicals

Always

Often

Sometimes 

Rarely 

Mean

STD. 

Print format:

Journals
219

109

46

14

3.37

.83

Magazines

150

162

61

15

3.15

.82

Newspapers

167

135

65

21

3.15

.89

Newsletters

150

115

73

50

2.94

1.04

Proceedings 

123

129

87

49

2.84

1.01

Bulletins

126

137

74

51

2.87

1.01

Electronic formats:

Electronic journals 

227

78

45

38

3.27

1.01

Electronic magazines

200

93

50

45

3.15

1.04

Electronic newspapers

195

89

61

43

3.12

1.04

Electronic newsletters

169

82

65

72

2.90

1.16

Aggregate Mean/SD 
3.08

.74

Criterion Mean
2.50

Table 2 showed an aggregate mean of 3.08(Std. = 0.74) which is greater than the criterion mean of 2.50, this finding suggests that the postgraduate students’ frequency of using periodicals is high. Majority of them indicated that they always and often use both print and electronic periodicals. 
Research Question Three: What are purposes of using periodicals?
Table 3: Purpose for using Periodicals

 Periodicals
Agree

Disagree

Total

No.

%

No.

%

No.

%

 Periodicals
For scholarly communication

For evidence of claims

For current awareness

For information on local issues

For reading a wealth of knowledge

For political ideology stance

For entertainment

For a job advertisement

For bibliographic details

For in-depth knowledge

As a presentation solution

For research options

361

296
330

300

337

233

248

256

284

334

331

337

93.0

76.3
85.1

77.3

86.9

60.1

63.9

66.0

73.2

86.1

85.3

86.9

27

92
58

88

51

155

140

132

104

54

57

51

7.0

23.7
14.9

22.7

13.1

39.9

36.1

34.0

26.8

13.9

14.7

13.1

388

388

388

388

388

388

388

388

388

388

388

388

100.0

100.0

100.0

100.0

100.0

100.0

100.0

100.0

100.0

100.0

100.0

100.0


	Table 3 showed the purpose Postgraduate students use periodicals.  Some of the reasons as indicated by the postgraduate students are scholarly communication, reading a wealth of knowledge, research options, in-depth knowledge, as a presentation solution in the university libraries and information on local issues.


Research Question Four: How do postgraduate students use (activity done) periodicals in the university libraries?

Table 4: Use (activity done) of Periodicals among Postgraduate Students
	Activities
	SA
	A
	D
	SD
	Mean
	STD. 

	Searching for a particular information 
	232
	144
	9
	3
	3.56
	.58

	Locating multiple sources from periodical
	184
	165
	30
	9
	3.35
	.72

	Downloading from open access/databases
	200
	143
	32
	13
	3.37
	.77

	Retrieving periodicals from other websites
	164
	167
	45
	12
	3.24
	.78

	Reading in the library/on-screen reading
	169
	160
	49
	10
	3.26
	.78

	Printing/photocopying periodicals 
	166
	175
	35
	12
	3.28
	.75

	Creating an optional account on the library homepage 
	119
	112
	100
	57
	2.76
	1.04

	Aggregate Mean/SD 
	3.26
	.51

	Criterion Mean
	2.50
	


From Table 4, with an aggregate mean of 3.26(Std. = 0.51) which is greater than the criterion mean of 2.50. This is because postgraduate students’ usage of periodicals is high. Specifically, their activities by searching for information (mean= 3.56), downloading from one access/databases (mean= 3.37), locating multiple sources from periodicals (mean= 3.35), printing/photocopying periodicals (mean= 3.28), reading in the library/on-screen reading (mean= 3.26), retrieving periodicals from other websites (mean= 3.24) and creating an optional account on the library homepage (mean= 2.76). 

Discussion of findings

Use of Periodicals by Postgraduate students in the university libraries

One important finding was the activities Postgraduate students do with periodicals which was determined using some indicators, frequency and purpose of using periodicals. The result revealed that the Use of periodicals by postgraduate students is high. This study identified that during their interaction with periodicals such as searching for information, downloading from open access/databases and locating multiple sources from periodicals they are using periodicals.

According to Olutoki and Osoba (2017), a majority of the postgraduate students responded that when they search, browse and locate needed periodicals at the serials section, they are using periodicals particularly during their interaction. This is a vital discovery, placing students at the focal point of information provision. This finding is in support of Odede’s (2018) which found that “an indication that postgraduate students use information resources greatly determined their ability to browse library online databases” (p.155). Also, retrieving 3.24(0.78), reading 3.26(0.78), printing and creating optional account on the library homepage are other indicators of using periodicals as noted by the respondents.

The result also showed the frequency at which postgraduate students use periodicals in the library. The finding revealed that their frequency of using various periodicals (journals, electronic journal and electronic magazine) is high as the majority of the students indicated that they use both print and electronic periodicals and the purpose of using them are for scholarly communication, for reading a wealth of knowledge and for information in local issues. This result concurred with an earlier study conducted by Rao and Reddy (2018) which revealed that students use periodicals because they facilitate what is known as scholarly communication.

Conclusion and Recommendation

This study investigated use of periodicals among Library and Information Science postgraduate students in federal university libraries. The study is of paramount importance due to students’ yearn for current and up-to-date knowledge to actualise their academic and personal aims. The study concluded that Postgraduate students use periodicals by searching, downloading and locating them from multiple sources. In the light of the findings of this study, efforts should be made to augment print and electronic periodicals for use by postgraduate students. 
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